


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
AUGUST 16, 2026

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we may be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "Isn't it amazing that we are all made in God's image, and yet there
is so much diversity among his people?" ~ Archbishop Desmond Tutu

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE:  Here we can come together,
people searching for healing and hope:
ALl:  Here we are met by the One
who would bless us with abundant life.
ONE:  Here we are called to gather as the family of God:
ALL:  We may find those who are strangers,
yet are our sisters and brothers.
ONE:  Here we discover the truth that God
makes no distinctions among us:
ALL: Here we are welcomed and embraced
by the One whose arms are open to all.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Taught by Love: Worship
Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1998.

Pottions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Playing Hopscotch in Heaven:
Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A by Thom M. Shuman. Copyright 2013.



HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee 419

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (#nison)

We admit, Providing God, that we have difficulties living as your children. We could
live in unity, but our words fracture our relationships with family and friends. We
have been shown the way to your kingdom, but turn into blind guides when asked for
the directions by others. When we could offer others the precious oil of peace, we
hand them the vinegar of despair and rejection. Have mercy on us, O Lord. When
you call to us, may we listen with open ears, understand with embracing hearts, and
shate your grace with others, even as we have been gifted by your grace. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI 734

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US ($kp i no children are in attendance)
Prayer for the children (u#nison):

We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,

all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,
send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:
Genesis 45:1-15
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:10-28

HYMN Help Us Accept Each Other 596

© Words: 1975 Hope Publishing Company; Music: 1977 Hope Publishing Company

SERMON



AUGUST 16, 2026 (€) TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

APOSTLES’ CREED - Insert
HYMN Jesus Shall Reign 341
INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks because he’s
given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say “T am strong,” Let the poor say ‘1
am rich,” becanse of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

As you have blessed us, O God, we are eager to share. May we offer more than
crumbs from your table. May no one be sent away from the blessings you intend for
all. We want our offerings to preserve and extend life to your children, here in this
place and wherever our influence can reach. What is in the offering plates is only a
part of what we dedicate ourselves to do and be that your reign of unity and peace
may come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderfil face;
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim: in the light of bis glory and grace.

* HYMN This Is a Day of New Beginnings 355
© Words: 1983, 1987 Hope Publishing Company; Music: 1987 Hope Publishing Company

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Cover Attribution: Juan, de Flandes, approximately 1465-1519. The Canaanite Woman asks for
healing for her daughter, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.plPRC=55921.
Original soutce: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Juan de Flandes -

Christ and the Canaanite Woman - WGA12050.ipg.




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, AUGUST 9, 2026

St. John’s —10  St. Jacob — 24

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org

Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

SERVING YOU TODAY

Council Person/Liturgist ~ Carol Kynion
Accompanist: Melody Hollis

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Roger Baer, Kenzie Barker, Nancy McCaw, and
Sean & Dustin, sons of Margie & Wally Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Carol Casperson, Jackie Miller, Ethan Rock, and Olin Zweck

IL South Conference: Each week the churches of the Illinois South Conference are
asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the UCC.
This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- Evangelical UCC, Godfrey - Rev. Tim (Rev. Janet Darmout-Paul) Darmour-Paul
& Pastor Tim (Suzie) Sandifer

- Pension Board-UCC National Staff - Rev. Krista Betz

Retired Pastors
- Rev. Jack (Barbara VanAusdall) Spratte




UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Matie & Gene Gansmann, 60 years, Aug. 21
Loti & Rich Erwin, 39 years, Aug. 22
Nancy McCaw, Aug. 22

CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONDAY: St. Jacob Council meeting, 7 p.m.
THURSDAY: St. John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.

BBQ MEAT BONANZA DRAWING AUG. 30

The ELFs otganization, in conjunction with Korte Meat Processing, Inc., are offering
a chance to win one of three prizes: $250, $150 & $50 towatd the cost of Korte’s barbe-
que meats in exchange for your donation. Tickets are $3 each or four for $10. Ticket
packets have been mailed out; additional ticket packets are available on the table in the
Narthex for you to sell to friends, family, or purchase yourself. The drawing will be
held following wotship Aug. 30, where the winners’ names will be drawn. Drop your
donation/tickets into the Batbeque safe located on the table in the Narthex or mail
them to: 207 West Main Street, St. Jacob, 1L 62281.

WALK WITH GOD

Come join out St. Jacob UCC walking group, called “Walk with God.” Anyone who
likes to take walks, be in nature and shate in unity is encouraged to join us. We hope to
get members of the church together a couple times a week to walk and be visible in the
community. We will meet at the church and decide from there where we would like to
walk. Days and times ate to be determined by the participants. If you’re interested in
walking with our “Walk with God” group, or would like more information, contact the
church office at 618-644-2142 ot e-mail: stjucc@hometel.com.

ST. JACOB SEMI-ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

Copies of the St. Jacob semi-annual treasuret’s report are available on the table in the
Narthex at St. Jacob.

BEST CHOICE LABEL COLLECTION
The ELFs otganization is collecting Best Choice labels/UPC portion (proof of
putchase). Thete is a box on the table in the Narthex to place the labels.




VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read scripture, no long-term commitment, just
one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congtegation is invited to take part in helping
to lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION
An on-line giving option is available on St. Jacob UCCs web site
(https://stiacobucc.org/). Thete are two ways to access the on-line giving option: the
first is the “DONATE” button located on the top-right corner of the “Home Page,”
and the second is by clicking on “RESOURCES” and then “DONATE.”
If you have any issues using the on-line giving option, please contact the church office
at (618) 644-2142.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantries has been high, and
donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation tub/box for
food pantry donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.

Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries):

August Shopping list: Peanut butter, jelly, juice, ground coffee, canned pasta, rice,
mashed potatoes, pork & beans, razors & shaving cream

September Shopping list: Spam, pudding cups, canned chicken, pasta sides, canned
tuna, cotn, canned beef, green beans, household cleaner, & paper towels

Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jetky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 45:1-15
Joseph could no longer control himself in front of all his attendants, so he declared, “Everyone, leave now!” So no
one stayed with him when he revealed his identity to his brothers. He wept so loudly that the Egyptians and
Pharaoh’s household heard him. Joseph said to his brothers, “’'m Joseph! Is my father really still alive?” His brothers
couldn’t respond because they were terrified before him.

Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me,” and they moved closer. He said, “'m your brother Joseph! The
one you sold to Egypt. Now, don’t be upset and don’t be angry with yourselves that you sold me here. Actually, God
sent me before you to save lives. We've al-ready had two years of famine in the land, and there are five years left
without planting or harvesting. God sent me before you to make sure you’d survive and to rescue your lives in this
amazing way. You didn’t send me here; it was God who made me a father to Pharaoh, master of his entire
household, and ruler of the whole land of Egypt. {continued on back page)



(Continued from inside)

“Hurry! Go back to your father. Tell him this is what your son Joseph says: ‘God has made me master of all of Egypt.
Come down to me. Don’t delay. You may live in the land of Goshen, so you will be near me, your
children, your grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and everyone with you. | will support you there, so you, your
household, and everyone with you won’t starve, since the famine will still last five years.” You and my brother Ben-
jamin have seen with your own eyes that I'm speaking to you. Tell my father about my power in Egypt and about
everything you've seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” He threw his arms around his brother Benjamin’s
neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his shoulder. He kissed all of his brothers and wept, embracing them. After
that, his brothers were finally able to talk to him.
SECOND LESSON: Romans 11:1-2, 29-32

So | ask you, has God rejected his people? Absolutely not! 'm an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe
of Benjamin. God hasn't rejected his people, whom he knew in advance. Or don’t you know what the scripture says
in the case of Elijah, when he pleads with God against Israel?

God’s gifts and calling can’t be taken back. Once you were disobedient to God, but now you have mercy because
they were disobedient. In the same way, they have also been disobedient because of the mercy that you received,
so now they can receive mercy too. God has locked up all people in disobedience, in order to have mercy on all of
them.

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-28
Jesus called the crowd near and said to them, “Listen and understand. It's not what goes into the mouth that
contaminates a per-son in God’s sight. It's what comes out of the mouth that contaminates the person.”

Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended by what you just said?”

Jesus replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father didn’t plant will be pulled up. Leave the Pharisees alone. They
are blind people who are guides to blind people. But if a blind person leads another blind person, they will both fall
into a ditch.”

Then Peter spoke up, “Explain this riddle to us.”

Jesus said, “Don’t you understand yet? Don’t you know that everything that goes into the mouth enters the stomach
and goes out into the sewer? But what goes out of the mouth comes from the heart. And that’s what contaminates
a person in God's sight. Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adultery, sexual sins, thefts, false testimonies,
and insults. These contaminate a person in God’s sight. But eating without washing hands doesn’t contaminate in
God's sight.”

From there, Jesus went to the regions of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from those territories came out and
shouted, “Show me mercy, Son of David. My daughter is suffering terribly from demon possession.” But he didn’t
respond to her at all.

His disciples came and urged him, “Send her away; she keeps shouting out after us.”

Jesus replied, “I've been sent only to the lost sheep, the people of Israel.”

But she knelt before him and said, “Lord, help me.”

He replied, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and toss it to dogs.”

She said, “Yes, Lord. But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall off their masters’ table.”

Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith. It will be just as you wish.” And right then her daughter was healed.

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011




THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lozrd,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the universal Christian Chutch,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting,

Amen.







